Queen Victoria's Journal

3 28th June 1838.

13 The day has finally arrived. Though I have already ruled
24 my country for just over a year, today I officially became
26 their monarch.

35 AsItravelled towards Westminster Abbey in my carriage,
44 with Lady Lansdowne by my side, crowds of millions
53 gathered to see me, waving and shouting with great
63 happiness and humour. I am determined not to let my
66 loyal subjects down.

72 The moment that the crown was
79 placed upon my head was the most
84 impressive and wondrous moment of
89 my life. Awkwardly, the Archbishop
95 placed my coronation ring on the
103 wrong finger and it is now stuck! I
111 must try my hardest to get it off
before anyone notices.
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Quick Questions

1. Which two adjectives does Queen Victoria use to
describe the moment she received the crown?

2. How long had Queen Victoria already ruled for
before she officially became queen?

3. Why do you think that Queen Victoria did not
want anyone to notice the ring?

4. Discuss another event where crowds gather to
see a famous person.
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Answers

. Which two adjectives does Queen Victoria use to

describe the moment she received the crown?
Accept: impressive and wondrous.

. How long had Queen Victoria already ruled for

before she officially became queen?

Accept: ‘just over a year’.

. Why do you think that Queen Victoria did not

want anyone to notice the ring?

Accept answers which discuss the fact that she
may have felt embarrassed, she did not want to
admit to the mistake, she did not want anyone

to think she could not do her job properly, etc.

. Discuss another event where crowds gather to

see a famous person.

Accept any reasonable and comparable
event, such as a concert, a book
signing, a football match, etc.
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